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raising a laugh, than speaking decent language, and not
paining the person jested upon. But those, who can neither
themselves speak any thing ludicrous, and are dissatisfied
with those who thus speak, appear to be rustic and morose,
But those, who jest elegantly, are termed facetious, as it
were, well-turned \ for there appear to be in the moral cha-
racter such motions as these: for as bodies are judged of
from their motions, so also are manners. Now the ludicrous
being redundant, and most men being delighted with jest,
and satirizing more than is proper, buffoons are also called
facetious, as being genteel men; but that they differ, and
not a little, is clear from what has been said.

$. But good taste also is a proprium of this middle habit.
But it is the character of the man of good taste to speak and
hear such things, as are adapted to a good and liberal man ;
for there are some things proper for such a man to speak
and hear by way of jest* And the jesting of the liberal man
differs from that of the slavish, and again that of the edu-
cated from that of the uneducated. This a person may also
see from the old and new comedies j for in the one obsce-
nity was the ludicrous; in the other the delicate hint: and
these things make no little difference as to decency. Is then
the man who jokes properly, to be defined by his speaking
the things which become a liberal man? or by his not
giving pain to the hearer, or by his giving him pleasure ?
or is not a thing like this indefinite ? for different things are
disgusting as well as delightful to different persons. More-
over he will hear the same kind of things; for whatever
things a man endures to hear> these he also appears to do.
Consequently he [the middle character] will not do every
thing; for a joke is a kind of invective 5 but legislators for-
bid some kinds of invective ; .they ought perhaps to forbid
lampooning also. Consequently the gentlemanly and li-
beral man will thus behave, being, as it were, a law to him-
self* Such an one therefore is the middle character, whether
he is called the man of taste, or facetious.

3. But the buffoon isoverpowerd by the ludicrous, sparing
neither himself nor others, if he can raise a laugh j, and